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GLOSSARY TERMS

Account: The detailed record of a particular asset, liability, owners’ equity, revenue or expense.

Accrual basis: Where revenue and expenses are recorded in the period in which they are earned or incurred
regardless of whether cash is received or disbursed in that period.

Ad valorem tax: Commonly referred to as property tax; levied on both real and personal property according to the
property’s valuation and the tax rate.

Appropriated fund balance: The estimated fund balance appropriated into the annual budget.
Appropriation: A legal authorization to incur obligations and make expenditures for specific purposes.
Approved budget: The final budget the Board of County Commissioners adopts by July 1.

Assessed valuation: The value of real estate or personal property as determined by tax assessors and used as a
basis for levying taxes.

Asset: Anything owned by an individual or a business which has commercial or exchange value.
Balanced budget: Where revenues and expenditures are budgeted at equal amounts.
Base budget: Cost if continuing the existing levels of service.

Basis of accounting: Governmental funds are reported using the current financial resources measurement focus
and the modified accrual basis of accounting.

Basis of budgeting: The annual budget is prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting as required by
North Carolina law.

Board of County Commissioners (BOCC): The governing body of Durham County consisting of five commissioners
elected at-large and serving for four-year terms.

Bond: A written promise to repay debt on a specific date in the future along with payment of a specified amount of
interest at predetermined intervals while the debt is outstanding.

Bond agency fees: Fees charged by bond agencies for services related to debt issuance.

Bond covenant: Provision in a bond or debt contract which require the debt issuer to meet certain standards or do
certain things.

Bond rating: Grade indicating a unit’s investment qualities; ratings range from AAA (highest) to D (lowest).

Budget: Plan of financial activity for a specific period of time indicating all planned revenues and expenses for the
budget period.

Budget amendment: A means for the Board of County Commissioners to recognize new revenues or expenditures
and amend the operating budget.

Business area: Group of related activities performed by one or more organizational units (fund centers) for the
purpose of accomplishing a function for which the government is responsible.

Capital expenditure (or outlay): Fixed asset which has a value of $5,000 or more and has a useful economic
lifetime of more than one year.

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP): Long-range plan which outlines major capital needs and the means of financing
proposed acquisitions.

Certificates of participation (COPs): Shares in a debt obligation created by a capital lease that are sold to or placed
with investors. The certificates are secured by the property financed with the debt.





